CASE STUDY
Flooding from the Next-Door
Neighbour’s
Location:

Flinders, Victoria

It is a common complaint – in this case it is flooding from the next-door neighbour’s tennis
court. Even after a light rain, water flows from the tennis court into the property and down
across the driveway towards the house. After heavy falls, there is standing water adjacent to
the house, and the client was worried about damage to the foundations.
The client correctly identified that the best solution would be to intercept the water at the edge
of the tennis court but that would require the cooperation of the neighbour – which was not
forthcoming. Option 2 was a Capiphon intercept drain inside the client’s own property along
the side of the driveway.

The first step was to purchase the
required number of 6m lengths of
50mm DWV PVC pipe.
10cm slots were cut at 600mm
intervals. Short lengths of
Capiphon belt approximately
150mm long were inserted into the
slots and sealed across the smooth
side and the edges. Silicone sealant
was also applied to cut end of the
belt.
The installer dug a trench alongside
the driveway
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From the client a few months later:
Thought I'd let you know the intercept drain catching the overflow water from the tennis court next door
seems to be working well. After some recent heavy rain I measured the outflow at approx. 1 litre per minute
more or less constantly over a 24 hour period. That's something like 1500 litres of water or 1.5 tonnes! No
wonder at the front of my house the ground was so boggy.
One problem tho' I failed to think of is that one has to avoid walking over the drain itself because of the soft
sand. Footprints can be 100mm deep which probably distorts the Capiphon strips below (?).
Your welcome to make some promotional use of this if you want.
Cheers
Peter

And a few days later on:
Thanks. More rain during the day. The outpouring right now is at least three times more than my
previous advice.
Streuth!

A note on the installation: Contrary to advice, the
installer used an excavator rather than a small
chain trencher to dig the trench. As a
consequence, the 300+mm trench required more
sand to backfill than would have been necessary
with the narrower trench. And, secondly, the
surface of the finished trench was not as stable,
hence the footprints as mentioned by the client.
We recommend using a small chain trencher such
as a Ditch Witch, Dingo, Kanga or similar.
We also recommended using a covering of large
decorative gravel to stabilise and disguise the
trench.
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